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Mariely Morel 
 NYC ● mariely.morel@jjay.cuny.edu 

 

Education  
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY - New York, NY                                                                                                                          
Bachelor of Arts in Forensic Psychology, History Minor | Expected May 2026 
Cumulative GPA: 3.94/4.0 
 
Honors & Awards: Dean’s List (Fall 2022 - Present); Honors Program (Fall 2022 - Present); 
Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Scholar (Aug. 2024 - Present) 
 
Research Interests: Corrections, Reentry, Violence Prevention, Alternatives to Incarceration, 
Drug Courts, Desistance from Crime, Substance Use Disorders 
 
Relevant Coursework: Principles and Methods of Statistics, Research Methods in Psychology, 
Psychology of Criminal Behavior, Research Across Disciplines, History of Crime & Punishment, 
Understanding Addiction through Research 

Research Experience                          
Research Assistant – Children and Law Lab 
Sep. 2025 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY  

• Conduct interviews with children to assess interactions with forensic interviewing 
• Assist with data transcription and preparation for analysis 

 
Lead Researcher – Judging Guilt from a Smile: The Role of Facial Expressions in Perceived 
Guilt and Trustworthiness 
Aug. 2025 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY  

• Develop survey instrument and coding framework for data collection 
• Assess correlation between facial expressions and perception of guilt from survey 

responses 
 

Research Intern – The Corrections Lab 
Nov. 2024 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY    

• Created visual training materials (logic models, slide decks) for program evaluation 
• Transcribed and organized qualitative interview data for thematic coding and reporting 

 
Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Scholar                                                                                                    
Aug. 2024 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY 

• Developed a preliminary research proposal examining drug court treatment  
• Participated in graduate school preparation seminars and academic writing workshops 

 
Work-Study Research Assistant – Criminal Law in Twentieth Century America 
Aug. 2023 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY   

• Collect archival materials on microfilm reels with maximum accuracy 
• Organize digital files by subject and chronology for faculty member 
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Academic Presentations  
Morel, M., & Koetzle, D. (2025, Nov.). What Works for Me? Participant Perceptions & 
Experiences of Substance Use Treatment in a Drug Court Setting. American Society of 
Criminology Annual Meeting, Washington, DC. 
 
Morel, M., & Koetzle, D. (2025, Sep.). What Works for Me? Participant Perceptions & 
Experiences of Substance Use Treatment in a Drug Court Setting. McNair Scholars Research 
Conference, University of New Mexico. 
 
Morel, M., & Koetzle, D. (2025, Aug.). What Works for Me? Participant Perceptions & 
Experiences of Substance Use Treatment in a Drug Court Setting. CUNY ICORP Research 
Symposium, CUNY Graduate Center.  

Leadership & Professional Experience  
Honors Peer Mentor                                                                                                                       
Jan. 2026 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY 

• Assist new Honors students in pursuing their academic and postgraduate goals 
• Facilitate activities that emphasize personal development and leadership skills 

 
Campus Activity Board Chair                                                                                                                      
Jan. 2025 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY 

• Lead a student team in planning and executing large-scale campus events 
• Oversee budgeting, vendor relations, logistics, and digital marketing 

 
Peer Academic Advisor                                                                                                                                             
May. 2024 - Present | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY                                                                                                 

• Advise undergraduates on course planning and registration 
• Connect students with academic support and campus resources 

 
Volunteer Tutor 
Jan. 2025 - Jun. 2025 | Petey Greene Program - New York, NY                                                                                                     

• Tutored formerly incarcerated individuals with individualized learning plans 
• Fostered confidence and motivation in academic skill-building 

 
Statistics Tutor                                                                                                                                               
Aug. 2024 - Dec. 2024 | John Jay College of Criminal Justice - New York, NY                                                                                                     

• Led statistical workshops in classrooms with large groups of students 
• Provided tailored one-on-one support with diverse teaching techniques 

 
Drug Court Intern                                                                                                                                                  
Apr. 2024 - Aug. 2024 | Passaic County Superior Court - Paterson, NJ                                                                                                    

• Analyzed court and treatment procedures for promoting participant success 
• Processed data into a court-wide management system with maximum accuracy and 

consistency 
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Skills & Certifications  
Languages: Bilingual (English and Spanish) 
Technical: Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Canva; Qualitative transcription; Data 
organization 
Certifications:  

• Responsible Conduct of Research - Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (Nov. 
2024)   

• Human Subject Research - Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (Nov. 2024)                                                             
• Certificate of Achievement in Criminal Justice Studies - Passaic County Community 

College (Aug. 2022) 
• Certificate of Competency in the field of Criminal Justice and Public Safety - Passaic 

County Technical Institute (Jun. 2022) 
• Emergency Medical Dispatcher - National Emergency Communications Institute (Jun. 

2022)                                          
• 9-1-1 - National Emergency Communications Institute (Apr. 2022) 

 


